
 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Case # H‐03‐20 

Agenda Memorandum 
Historic Preservation Commission 

 

DATE:  February 12th, 2020 
SUBJECT: 
  Certificate of Appropriateness Request:    H‐03‐20 
  Applicant:           Philip Curley 
  Location of subject property:      24 Franklin Ave.  NW 
  Staff Report prepared by:      Kristen Boyd‐Sullivan, Sr. Planner 
 
BACKGROUND:  

 The subject property is the site of a “Contributing” structure and is located in the North Union 

Street Historic District (Exhibit A). 

 Date of home construction: ca. 1920 

 Two‐story frame house with bungalow style details.  Two‐story hip‐roofed wing projects forward 

of main, hip‐roofed block; centrally placed, hip‐roofed façade dormer.  Bungalow style features 

include broad eaves with exposed rafters; shingle‐clad second story; slightly tapered wood 

porch posts on brick bases and brick retaining wall; and enclosure of east side of porch with 

latticed sash windows for sunroom.  An unusual spindle balustrade runs across the top of the 

porch retaining wall. Manager J. Fisher Co., Vice‐president of Concord Merchants Associations. 

 Applicant is seeking to remove and replace one (1) tree on the subject property (Exhibit B). 

DISCUSSION: 
Applicant is seeking to remove a 35’ tall Maple with a hazard rating of “6,” and replace it with a new tree 
of similar species in the same area on the subject property.    
 
The City’s Arborist, Bill Leake, has visited the site and conducted a Tree Assessment (Exhibit C). 
 
The subject tree is a 35 ft tall Maple with a hazard rating of “6.”  Mr. Leake comments, “Half of this tree 
has broken leaving an unbalanced crown that is exposed to new wind load stress.  The remaining trunk 
has a vertical crack in the center that reduces the structural integrity of the first five feet of trunk.  I 
recommend this tree be removed.  This location would be appropriate for another similar sized tree.” 
 
Photographs of the subject tree have been submitted by the applicant, along with an aerial photograph 
depicting the location of the tree (Exhibit D). 
 
If approved for removal, the applicant has agreed to work with the City Arborist to replace the tree with 
a new shade tree in the same vicinity in keeping with the street tree canopy. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Exhibit A: Historic Inventory Information 
Exhibit B: Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
Exhibit C: Hazard Evaluation 
Exhibit D: Photographs/Aerial 
 
 



H‐03‐20 

HISTORIC HANDBOOK DESIGN RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
Chapter 5 – Section 8: Landscaping and Trees  
One of the most visible features of the Districts is the landscaping and the associated tree canopy. 
Activities which negatively impact any aspect of the landscape should be avoided, such as the removal of 
healthy trees and mature shrubs.  
 
Tree health may be decided upon by the acquisition of a Tree Hazard Evaluation Report issued by the City 
Arborist or a report submitted by a certified arborist. Healthy trees are trees that have a hazard rating of 
4 or lower. Removal of healthy trees over the size of 6 inches in diameter (measured 4 feet above 
ground) or pruning of healthy tree limbs over 6 inches in diameter requires Historic Preservation 
Commission review and approval… 
 
All trees that are removed should be replaced with a tree of similar species in an appropriate location 
unless no suitable location exists on the subject site. Trees removed within street view must also have the 
stumps removed below ground level.  
 
Design Guidelines 

2. Trees which are removed shall be replaced by a species which, upon maturity, is similar in scale to 
the removed specimen. For example, canopy trees shall be replaced with canopy trees, and 
understory trees with understory trees.  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

1. The Historic Preservation Commission should consider the circumstances of this application for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness relative to the North and South Union Street Historic Districts 

Handbook and Guidelines  and act accordingly.  

2. If approved, applicant(s) should be informed of the following:  

 City staff and Commission will make periodic on‐site visits to ensure the project is 

completed as approved.  

 Completed project will be photographed to update the historic properties survey.  
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Inventory List North Union Street 
Historic District, Concord 

71. House 
27 Marsh Avenue, N.W. 
ca. 1910 
F 

One-story, frame, L-shaped cottage unfortunately altered by application 
of aluminum siding and replacement of original windows. House has 
unusal square section with pyramidal roof at center of facade. Wrap-around 
porch with square, molded posts replaced original at undetermined date; 
house retains early 20tlk century patterned tin roof shingles. 

72. House 
21 Marsh Avenue, N.W. 
ca. 1910 
F 

One-story, frame L-shaped cottage nearly identical to #71, and like 
it considerably altered. House retains wood siding, but porch has been 
considerably changed and now has ornamental iron posts. Windows on 
sides of house have also been changed from l/1 to 6/6. 

73. Julius Fisher House 

74. 

24 Franklin Avenue, N.W. 
ca. 1920 
c 

Two-story frame house with bungalow style details. -Two-story hip-roofed 
wing projects forward of main, hip-roofed block; centrally placed, hip-roofed 
facade dormer. Bungalow style features include broad eaves with exposed 
rafters; shingle-clad second story; slightly tapered wood porch posts 
on brick bases and brick retaining wall; and enclosure of east side of 
porch with latticed sash windows for sunroom. An unusual spindle balustrade 
runs across the top of the porch retaining wall. 

Manager J. Fisher Co., Vice-president of Concord Merchants Associations. 

House 
26 Franklin -Avenue, N. W. 
ca. 1900 
c 

sullivank
Oval

sullivank
Text Box
EXHIBIT A





sullivank
Text Box
EXHIBIT B





sullivank
Text Box
EXHIBIT C



sullivank
Oval

sullivank
Text Box
Subject Tree

sullivank
Line

sullivank
Text Box
EXHIBIT D



sullivank
Text Box
35' tall Maple (prior to damage)

sullivank
Line

sullivank
Text Box
Exhibit D



sullivank
Text Box
EXHIBIT D


	H-03-20 24 Franklin Ave NW Staff Report
	CA0611 Nomination Form
	COA Application
	Tree Assessment
	Aerial Map
	front view of house
	Tree Photos



